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Civity Touchstones and Resources 

Relationships Are Foundational 
• Urie Bronfenbrenner, The Ecology of Human Development: Experiments by Nature and Design 

(1981) 
• Rutger Bregman, Humankind: A Hopeful History (2020) 
• Mary Clark, In Search of Human Nature (2002) 
• Sarah Lawrence-Lightfoot, Respect: An Exploration (1998) 
• Roger Lewin & Birute Regine, Weaving Complexity and Business: Engaging the Soul at Work 

(2001) 
• Matthew Lieberman, Social: Why Our Brains Are Wired to Connect (2013) 
• Onora O’Neill, “What we don’t understand about trust” (TED Talk) 

https://www.ted.com/talks/onora_o_neill_what_we_don_t_understand_about_trust/discussion 
• Barbara Rogoff, Apprenticeship in Thinking: Cognitive Development in Social Context (1991) 
• Jamil Zaki, The War for Kindness: Building Empathy in a Fractured World (2019) 

 
Connections Across Difference Are Powerful 

• Mohammad Akbarpour et al, “Just a Few Seeds More: Value of Network Information for 
Diffusion,” Working Paper No. 3678 (2018) https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/faculty-
research/working-papers/just-few-seeds-more-value-network-information-diffusion  

• BBC, “Six Degrees of Separation” (documentary) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8w-
3oe1uJo  

• Mark Buchanan, Nexus: Small Worlds and the Groundbreaking Theory of Networks (2002) 
• Mylien T. Duong, Caroline Mehl, & Caroline Jany, “Building Bridges in the Context of Inequality,” 

The Aspen Institute (January 11, 2023) https://www.aspeninstitute.org/publications/building-
bridges-in-the-context-of-inequality/  

• James Fowler & Nicholas Christakis, Connected: The Surprising Power of Our Social Networks and 
How They Shape Our Lives (2009) 

• Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy (1993) 
• Sean Safford, Why the Garden Club Couldn’t Save Youngstown (2009) 
• Ashutosh Varshney, Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and Muslims in India (2002) 

 
Individuals Can Transform Communities 

• John Esterle, Malka Kopell, & Palma Strand, “It’s All About Relationships: Systems-Based 
Changemaking,” https://medium.com/office-of-citizen/its-all-about-relationships-systems-based-
changemaking-470207584bf4 (2020) 

• Bessie Head, When Rain Clouds Gather (1968) 
• Steven Johnson, Emergence: The Connected Lives of Ants, Brains, Cities, and Software (2001) 
• John Paul Lederach, The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul of Building Peace (2004) 
• Donella Meadows, “Dancing with Systems,” http://donellameadows.org/archives/dancing-with-

systems/  
• Cecilia Ridgeway, Framed by Gender: How Gender Inequality Persists in the Modern World (2011) 
• Palma Joy Strand, “Cultivating ‘Civity’: Enhancing City Resilience with Bridging Relationships and 

Increased Trust,” Idaho Law Review, 5 (153), pp. 153-192 (2014)  
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Conversation + Connection = Action 
• Lauren Aguilar, “Belonging in Science” (power point presentation slides) 

https://www.bnl.gov/aum2016/content/workshops/science/aguilar_lauren.pdf 
• Tiffany Brannon & Gregory Walton, “Enacting Cultural Interests: How Intergroup Contact Reduces 

Prejudice by Sparking Interest in an Out-Group’s Culture,” Psychological Science, 24 (10), pp. 
1947-1957 (2013) 

• David Broockman & Joshua Kalla, “Durably reducing transphobia: A field experiment on door-to-
door canvassing,” Science, 352 (6282), pp. 220-224 (2016) 

• Jason Okonofua et al., “Brief intervention to encourage empathic discipline cuts suspension rates 
in half among adolescents,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 113 (19), pp. 5221-
5226 (2016) 

• Nairan Ramirez-Esparza et al, “Look who’s talking: speech style and social context in language 
input to infants are linked to concurrent and future speech development,” Developmental 
Science, Vol. 17, Issue 6 (Nov. 2014) pp. 880-891 

• http://gregorywalton-stanford.weebly.com/research.html (Gregory Walton research) 
• Gregory Walton et al., “A Brief Social-Belonging Intervention Improves Academic and Health 

Outcomes of Minority Students,” Science, 331 (1447), pp. 1447-1451 (2011) 
 
Stories + Action = Culture 

• Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, “The danger of a single story” (TED talk) (2009) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story  

• www.storywise.com (The Center for Narrative Studies) 
• Ignatia Broker, Night Flying Woman (1983) 
• Claudia E. Cohen & Palma Joy Strand, “Microaggressions and Macro-Injustices: How Everyday 

Interactions Reinforce and Perpetuate Social Systems of Dominance and Oppression,” 12 
Understanding and Dismantling Privilege 1 (Summer 2022) 

• John Forester, The Deliberative Practitioner (1999) 
• Richard Kearney, On Stories (Thinking in Action) (2001) 
• Mario Vargas Llosa, The Storyteller (1987) 
• Palma Joy Strand, “The Civic Underpinnings of Legal Change,” Temple Civil and Political Rights 

Law Review, 21, pp. 117-162 (2011) 
 
Difference + Belonging = Justice 

• Floyd Kobb & John Krownapple, Belonging Through a Culture of Dignity (2019) 
• Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity (1961) 
• Shayla Nunnally, Trust in Black America: Race, Discrimination, and Politics (2012)john a. powell, 

Racing to Justice: Transforming Our Conceptions of Self and Other to Build an Inclusive Society 
(2012) 

• john a. powell, “Opening the Question of Race to the Question of Belonging,” On Being (June 24, 
2015) https://onbeing.org/programs/john-a-powell-opening-the-question-of-race-to-the-
question-of-belonging/  

• Jonathan Sacks, The Dignity of Difference (2002)  
• Palma Joy Strand, “Racism 4.0, Civity, and Re-Constitution”, Hastings Constitutional Law 

Quarterly, 42 (4), pp. 763-798 (2015)  
• Iris Marion Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference (1990) 
• Iris Marion Young, Responsibility for Justice (2011) 

 


